Objectives: This study aimed to assess the impact of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), spending on Research and Development (R&D), the number of universities and scientific journals on the published research documents, citable documents, citations per document and H-index in environmental sciences in the Middle East countries. Materials and Methods: All the 16 Middle East countries were included in the study. Information regarding the GDP, spending on R&D, the total number of universities and indexed journals was collected. Total number of research documents (papers), citable documents, 
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
This cross sectional, observational study was conducted in the Department of Physiology, College of Medicine, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The study included all the 16 Middle East countries, during the period from 1996 to 2011. Information concerning bibliometric indicators including the total number of research papers (documents), citable documents, citations per document and H-index in environmental sciences in the Middle East countries was recorded. Information concerning the GDP of all the Middle East countries for the last five years, from 2007 to2011, and spending on R&D was collected from the World Bank sources [4] , and the data on the number of universities was collected from the World Association of Universities [5] . Information regarding scientific journals, which are indexed in the Institute of Scientific Information (ISI), and Bibliometric indicators in Environmental Sciences during the period 1996-2011 was recorded from the Web of Science, the Science Citation Index Expanded [SCI Expanded], the Institute of Scientific Information (ISI) Journal Citation Reports (Thomson Reuters) [6] and SCI-mago/Scopus [7] . In the case of ISI indexed journals, the Web of Science was used. Territory of the country was selected, country's name was entered and the names of journals of each country of the Middle East were retrieved. In order to record bibliometric indicators, the Web of Science and SCI-mago/Scopus were applied. Territory of the country was selected, then the subject field "Environmental Sciences" was selected, and so detailed information concerning bibliometric indicators including the total number of research papers (documents), citable documents, citations per document and H-index in environmental sciences in the Middle East countries was obtained.
INTRODUCTION
Environmental science is a multidisciplinary field and plays a critical role in preservation of natural resources and supporting human well-being. The Middle East countries are highly loaded with immense natural resources including oil, gas, copper, gold and other valuable minerals which results in high economic benefits for the region. Current economic and political situation of the Middle East countries has received great attention; however, these countries tend to overlook environmental issues such as pollution, population growth, marshland drainage, deforestation, desertification along with environmental damage [1] . In the Middle East, universities and research institutes have been involved in conducting research in the field of environmental sciences. However, none of the studies from this part of the globe has been published yet in order to highlight the impact of bibliometric indicators and their association with promising factors, such as GDP, investing in R&D, the number of universities and Indexed journals, which have great influence on research outcomes. Bibliometric indicators are frequently used to measure scientific productivity, visibility and capacity of research publications in global science. These indicators are based mainly on the number of scientific research papers published and citations received [2] . Science and technology cannot exist if researchers do not evidence or publish their experimental findings and results. Investing in research is important not only in terms of progress of science and technology, but also in terms of social and economic development [3] . Scientific publications are a key indicator of a country's development, and a healthy scientific research environment is a prerequisite for scientific and economic progress. Amount of R&D is of great importance with regard to a long term and sustainable economic growth. Keeping all these facts in mind, this study aimed to assess the impact of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), spending on Research and Development (R&D), the number of universities and indexed journals on bibliometric indicators
